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CONFIDENTIAL RABAT 5100 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PLOS MO 

SUBJECT: LOS: MOROCCAN VIEWS ON RESUMED SEVENTH SESSION AND THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF 

REF STATE 188840 

1 . EMBOFF, HAVING SENT AIDE MEMOIRE REFLECTING POINTS IN REFTEL, 

CALLED ON MFA LEGAL AND TREATY AFFAIRS DIVISION DIRECTOR AUGUST 15. 

2. IRISH FORMULA. GHARBI BEGAN HIS COMMENTARY ON AIDE MEMOIRE BY 
LAUGHINGLY REMARKING THAT THE US SEEMED TO BE TRYING TO GET ALL 
IT COULD OUT OF THE TALKS BEFORE THEY FINISHED. TURNING MORE 
SERIOUS. HE DESCRIBED THE IRISH FORMULA AS A "GREEDY" POSITION 
HELD BY THE WEST AND PREDICTED IT WOULD NOT OBTAIN THE NECESSARY 
SUPPORT TO CARRY. HE REMARKED THAT THE RECENT DISCOVERY OF OIL IN 

THE SEABED HAD UNDERCUT MUCH OF THE LOGIC WE HAD ADVANCED TO DEFEND 
OUR POSITION IN FAVOR OF THE IRISH FORMULA. 

3. A COMPROMISE ON THE SHELF WAS POSSIBLE, HOWEVER, FOR MOROCCO, 
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A COMPROMISE MUST INCLUDE TWO POINTS: FIRST, THE NATIONS WHICH 

HAVE SIGNED THE GENEVA AGREEMENTS ON THE SHELF WOULD HAVE TO ABANDON 

THOSE ACCORDS IF A NEW AGREEMENT WERE TO TAKE EFFECT. SECONDLY, 

THERE WOULD HAVE TO BE SOME KIND OF COMMON FUND ESTABLISHED TO SAFE- 
GUARD THE INTERESTS OF THE LANDLOCKED. THESE LANDLOCKED COUNTRIES 
WERE THE KEY TO THE SUCCESS OF THE CONFERENCE, GHARBI REMARKED, 

AND THE US SHOULD PAY MORE ATTENTION TO THEM IN ORDER TO BRING THEM 
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ALONG. THEY HAD RAISED A LOT OF ISSUES AT THE JULY OAU KHARTOUM 
MEETING AND HAD FORCED MEMBERS' AGREEMENT FOR AN AFRICAN LOS 
MEETING IN FEBRUARY (WHICH GHARBI DOUBTED WOULD TAKE PLACE DUE 
TO LACK OF ENTHUSIASM BY COASTAL STATES). 

4. COMMON FUND. AS TO THE COMMON FUND, MOROCCO WOULD SUPPORT, SUB- 
JECT TO SOME MODIFICATION, THE PROPOSAL PUT FORWARD BY THE 
NEPALESE DELEGATION AT THE GENEVA SESSION LAST MAY. GHARBI 

HOPED THAT THE US WOULD ALSO DO SO. 

5. STRAITS. GHARBI REMARKED THAT THE SOVIETS HAD BEGUN TO "GET 
EXICTED" OVER THE STRAITS. EARLY ON IN THE TALKS THE SOVIETS 
HAD ASSUMED THAT THE WEST WOULD CARRY THE BALL AND THAT THEY 
COULD STAND BACK AND APPEAR REASONABLE. HOWEVER, THE US'S SILENCE 
ON THE QUESTION APPEARED TO BE BOTHERING THEM, ALTHOUGH HE DID 
NOT SPECIFY HOW. AS FOR THE GOM, GHARBI REPEATED THAT ALL IT 
SOUGHT WERE "OPTIONAL" TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS SUCH AS THOSE WHICH 
EXISTED IN THE ENGLISH CHANNEL, AS WELL AS SOME KINDS OF GUARANTEES 
FOR INDEMNIFICATION IN THE EVENT OF ACCIDENTS. IT DID NOT SEEK 
CONTROL IN THE STRAITS. IT WAS HOPED THAT THE US AND OTHERS 

WOULD EVENTUALLY HELP TO FUND THE NECESSARY MONITORING EQUIPMENT 
AND VEHICLES TO PERMIT IT TO PERFORM ITS ROLE. 

6. GHARBI WILL HEAD GOM DELEGATION TO RESUMED SEVENTH SESSION. 

7. COMMENT: EMBOFF SENSED A DEFINITE SOFTENING IN GHARBI'S 
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REMARKS ON GOM'S STRAITS POSITION, WHCIH HITHERTO HAD TENDED 
TO STRESS ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES AGAINST USERS RATHER THAN 
OPTIONAL NATURE OF ARRANGEMENTS IN CHANNEL. 

MOFFAT 
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